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A well, with a 100,000-gallon water tank; a 
sewage disposal plant, paved streets and sidewalks; 
railroad spur, concrete parking apron 200 by 2,000 
feet, and other items slso were built in the first 
three months. | 


Cost of the original project has been estimated 
at about $3,000,000. New units now under construc- 
tion will amount to $500,000. 


Major Michael Grimaldi was constructing: 
quartermaster in charge of the original project. On 
February 1 additional work was transferred to the 
U. S. Engineer Corps under Colonel F. W. 
Altstaetter, district engineer. 


Goode Construction Corporation of Charlotte, 
N. C., is general contractor for both projects, with 
Burge Ŝ Stevens, of Atlanta, as architect-engineer, 
and Espy Paving & Construction Company, of 
Savannah, sub-contractor. 


The Air Base started operations last October 1, 
utilizing existing facilities of the airport. A tem- 
porary tent camp was set up for use during con- 
struction. | 


About 3,500 officers and men are stationed at 
the base, making up the 35th Air Base Group, the 
27th Bombardment Group (Light), the 3rd Bom- 
bardment Group (Light) and the 17th Bombard- 
ment (Light) Wing Headquarters. 
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SAVANNAH AIR BASE 


The Savannah Air Base, under the command of 
Brigadier General Lewis H. Brereton, is a complete 
community located on the north end of Savannah's 
Municipal Airport, which has been leased to the 
Army Air Corps. 


First project of its type contracted for under 
the new defense program in the United States, the 
Air Base was ready for occupancy last January 1, 
less than 90 days after ground was broken. 


Additional units are now being bilt to increase 
the capacity, and existing runways are being im- 
proved and increased in size. 


To meet a 90-day schedule, early work was 
continued after dark under floc?lights; but despite 
the haste, construction is sound and includes such 
comforts as forced hot air heating systems with 
filters, modern plumbing in each building, and 
screens throughout. 


The original project included 182 buildings— 
55 barracks for 3,500 men, 18 mess halls, 20 ware- 
houses, 2 massive hangers, 14 administration build- 
ings, 150-bed hospital, fire headquarters, post ex- 
change, officers’ quarters, and various other build- 
ings. 
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